286                            NOU-ROZE.

necessary duty and a propitious commencement
to bring in the new year by "prayer and praises."

When it is known that the Nou-Roze will
occur by daylight, the ladies have a custom of
watching for the moment the year shall com-
mence by a fresh rose, which being plucked
from the stalk is thrown into a basin of water,
the eye downwards. They say, this rose turns
over of itself towards the sun at the very
moment of that luminary passing into the sign
Aries, I have often found them thus engaged;
but I never could say I witnessed the actual
accomplishment of their prediction.

The Nou-Roze teems with friendly tokens
between the two families of a bride and bride-
groom elect, whose interchange of presents are
also strictly observed. The children receive
gifts from their elders; their nurses reap a har-
vest from the day; the tutor writes an ode in
praise of his pupil, and receives gifts from the
child's parents; the servants and slaves are
regaled with dainties and with presents from
the superiors of the establishment; the poor
are remembered with clothes, money and food;